		GENERAL SYNOD ELECTIONS 2026
		ELECTION ADDRESSES AND OTHER ELECTORAL MATERIAL
1. Every candidate in the clergy or laity election is entitled to ask the presiding officer to circulate to the electorate an election address prepared by the candidate.  An election address can be in electronic form or in hard copy.  If in electronic form, it must be capable of being printed in legible form on one side or both of a single sheet of A4 paper.  If in hard copy, it must likewise be on a single sheet of A4 printed on one side or both.  Each candidate must pay the costs of preparing an election address (in practice, likely to be only the cost of printing hard copies).     
2. There is no obligation to submit an election address.  And whether or not candidates do so, there is nothing to stop them sending material direct to electors (but they would have to do so at their own expense).  The electors’ names, postal addresses (unless they have instructed that this is not to be shared) and email addresses (if one has been provided) will be given to any candidate who asks for them.
3. There are no rules on the content or layout of an election address (including whether to insert a photograph).  Subject just to limitations of size, each candidate is free to decide. A presiding officer is not entitled to demand changes to an election address unless, in exceptional circumstances, the presiding officer advises the candidate that the election address is defamatory or otherwise unlawful.
4. However, in light of concerns expressed about failures in previous elections by some candidates to disclose information which some electors thought relevant,  candidates are urged to ensure that an election address is both accurate and frank about views and affiliations – including by disclosing memberships an elector might think relevant in deciding how to vote.
5. A candidate who wishes to submit an election address must ensure that it reaches the presiding officer by the close of nominations – so, no later than 5 p.m. on Monday 7th September 2026. A candidate may use the facility on the elections portal for submitting an election address or the address can be submitted to the presiding officer by email, by post or in person. A candidate not otherwise using email in the election may submit an election address by email, if the candidate has told the presiding officer of the intention to do so.  
6. Once nominations have closed, the presiding officer will circulate to every elector each candidate’s name, the name of each person who nominated the candidate and the election address (if the candidate has provided one). The candidates’ names and election addresses will be made available on the elections portal, posted on the diocese’s website and sent by post to each elector not using email.
7. If an election address in the required form is received after the close of nominations, the presiding officer may still decide to circulate it to electors but is not obliged to do so. If the presiding officer does decide to do so, the steps in paragraph 6 above must then be taken.  But, as indicated in paragraph 2 above, there is nothing to stop the candidate from circulating an election address (or any other communication), albeit that would be at the candidate’s own expense.
8. As some candidates may not provide an election address, the elections portal will include a statement to the effect that it is displaying the election address of every candidate who provided one. A statement to similar effect will also appear on the diocese’s website and in the information sent by post to electors not using email.
9. The presiding officer will supply free of charge a copy of the name and address of everybody on the register of electors (including, where an elector has given an e-mail address, that address) to each candidate who requests that information.  The information will not, though, include the postal address of a candidate who has instructed that it is not to be shared. The information will be supplied as soon as reasonably possible after the request is received – but if the request is received before nominations close, the information will not be supplied until after they close. 
10. The presiding officer will ensure that, between the issue of invitations to nominate and the end of the voting period, no material likely to prejudice the election, is circulated to electors by or on behalf of the presiding officer, the diocesan synod or a deanery synod or distributed at a synod meeting.  (That does not apply to an election address or, if a hustings event is held, a record of the event authorised by the presiding officer.) The area dean, lay chair and deanery synod secretary are each under a similar duty with respect to the circulation or distribution of material during the election period. 
11. Neither the presiding officer nor anybody else in the diocese has responsibility for supervising material that candidates send to electors or that is on a website maintained for the candidate.

